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the English newspapers.   Their news was only of impor-
tance to me, however, where it was of an official natttre
and dealt with the (to me) critical days of the 20 and
21 June.   This news was about the German counter-
proposals to the Peace Treaty and the refusing of the
former by the Entente.   In accordance with the know-
ledge thus acquired through the English Press and the
refusal of the German counter-proposals, I concluded,
as a certainty, that hostilities would be renewed on the
21 June; the German Prime Minister on his part had
even declared in the national Assembly that he would
rather his hand withered than sign this Peace Treaty;
I could also not tfrinfr it possible as an officer, that such a
Treaty could be signed.   Danger and war now lay before
ine; they compelled me, as an officer and man of honour,
to act in accordance with my instructions, henceforth
independently, to the best of my judgment and con-
science.   I do not believe that an English naval com-
mander would have had any different instructions nor
would he have acted any differently.
* 3. With a state of war a further regulation came into
force as far as I was concerned:   "Ships put out of
action are not to be allowed to fall into the hands of the
enemy."   The ships placed under my orders were dis-
abled ; the only thing left for me to do was to sink them.
That I did.   It did not affect my decision in the least
whether the greater part of the English guarding forces
were at sea or not.   I am convinced that English Com-
manders-in-Chief have the same instructions and would
act as I did.
* 4. The conclusion I came to, that the War had been
resumed on the 21 June, was founded on the basis and
scrupulous proof of the English newspaper reports before
quoted.  Yet, although this conclusion of mine proved to
be incorrect later on, as the newspapers referred to did not
mention the two-day extension of the Armistice, I how-